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Behavior Study of Japanese Cranes after Release to Takashinagawa River in Okayama
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ABSTRACT

The present report summarizes the subsequent course of nest-leaving reported in the 2006 study and
reports observations from egg-laying to nest-leaving in the 2007 season. By learning from the loss of
chicks raised in cages in 2007, cranes were allowed to lay eggs and raise chicks outdoors in 2008, This
made it possible to make valuable observations of behaviors, such as fighting off’ snakes. With regard
to wind-quill clipping, only the female was clipped on January 29, 2008 timed to coincide with the
molting. Marked differences were seen in behaviors following wind-quill clipping between the male
and female, and valuable data for field breeding could be obtained. The one chick produced in 2006
and two chicks in 2007 continue to be followed at the Takashinagawa River to observe their behaviors
following nest-leaving.
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