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Changes in Vegetation Communities in Natural Marshes of Southern Okayama Prefecture
over the Last Forty years
-Fujiganaru Marsh, Kugui Marsh and Sayama Marsh-

Takashi NISHIMOTO, Okayama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center

ABSTRACT

The characteristics and species identity of vegetation of three marshes, Fujiganaru, Kugui and Sayama,
located in southern Okayama Prefecture in southwestern Japan, were surveyed in 2004 to assess the
condition and to assess the need for the conservation of these areas. Vegetation survey data were
combined with aerial photographs of the surrounding area over the last forty years. Findings revealed
that Fujiganaru Marsh has become increasingly dry over time. This was manifested by the replacement
of low herbaceous plants by taller herbaceous plants, as this is indicative of a marsh environment
under wet and low-nutrient conditions, which have kept a marsh same situation against succession.
As secondary forests have developed in the areas surrounding the marsh over the last forty years after
a forest fire that occurred in 1950, the area of the marsh has become narrow and community types
have decreased. The areas surrounding this marsh should be afforested with indigenous pine forest
or summer-green forests, which can be supported by the sufficient and constant water supply. On
the other hand, Kugui and Sayama marsh located along the Seto Inland Sea have remain dominated
by low herbaceous plants under the low-nutrient condition. In particular, the area of Kugui Marsh
has been become wider than before a forest fire that occurred in 2002. This result shows that the
hydrophytes can continue to dominate the marsh as long as the area surrounding the marsh is covered
with pine forest or grassland, which have lower water requirements.
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3. BrIBRIE — S oKis — iR R MR R,

Plant community WEMEE | SREMEE || HEH " THIVEREE " aFSEE
Running No BELES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Stand No AEMRES 125 126 127 128 101 102 105 103 104 106 132 129 130 131
Date (2004) RE B (20044)
(month) (A) 9 9 9 9 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 9 9 9
(day) (8) 17 17 17 17 20 20 20 20 20 21 17 17 17 17
Alutitude(m) BIREE (m) 220 254 253 241 267 371 211 203 216 226 252 246 226 220
Slope aspect (°) REHCLC ) 36 12 330 308 - 140 150 122 210 130 0O 354 320 350
Inclination(®) #C ) 32 32 30 24 0 22 25 28 22 20 8 20 20 12
Qudrat size (nf) A2 () 16 16 25 16 100 100 144 150 150 225 100 225 144 225
T1:Tree layer Height (m) BB 53(m) - - - - 23 26 23 23 20 28 21 23 28 26
Coverage (%) WHE%) - - - - 50 50 40 30 70 50 70 80 90 85
T2:Subtree layer Height (m) EEARE 53(m) - - - - 14 13 14 15 14 12 11 12 12 13
Coverage (%) WHE%) - - - - 50 60 60 75 70 60 40 30 50 20
S1:1st shrub layer Height (m) FE1ERE 53(m) 6 6 6 4 8 6 8 8 8 71 17 6 8 7
Coverage (%) WE#E(%) 40 30 90 30 60 20 50 50 40 40 30 50 30 30
S2:2nd shrub layer Height (m) F2EKE FE(m) - - - - 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Coverage (%) TR (%) - - - - 60 70 50 50 30 50 80 80 60 60
H:Herb layer Height (cm) BEEXE F3(Cm) 100 100 100 80 60 60 50 30 40 50 50 50 50 50
Coverage (%) HE#EE (%) 90 80 100 80 90 82 40 50 30 40 70 40 80 60
Number of elements HIRERE 26 19 58 47 54 59 44 69 41 57 61 63 72 62
Species group 1 =
Alnus firma Siebold et Zucc v IY s1[3-3 - 1
Alnus sieboldiana Matsum FAnNvI¥IL st - 22 1
Solidago altissima L BAEHTIEFIY H|1-1 1-1 + 3
Andropogon virginicus L AR hY H|[3-3 3-3 1-2 3
Zoysia japonica Steud. DZA H(2-2 2-2 2
Alnus sieboldiana Matsum. b AR 2 H{1-1 - 1
Eupatorium chinense L. var. oppositifolium Murata et H.Koyama Eary/\F Hft-1 - + 2
Hypochoeris radicata L. JEa¥ Hi + 11 2
Bidens pilosa L. IEETY H + 2
Robinia pseudoacacia L. NJIUDa H| + + 2
Species group 2 fER2
Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc ThTY St 1-1 2-2 (2-2 3
Photinia glabra Maxim hF+AEF st - - 33 - 1
Miscanthus sinensis Anders. ARF H 12 + [1-1 1-1 4
Rhus sylvestris Siebold et Zucc YNt H + - + o+ L + 4
Viburnum odoratissimum Ker Gawl. var. awabuki (K Koch) Zabel Hod¥a st - L B D B B . . . . . . . 2
Camellia sasanqua Thunb. HHUh st - . - 22 1
Aster ageratoides Turcz. ssp. leiophyllus Kitam oa3airt H 1-1 1
Leibnitzia anandria Turcz. TR H 1-1 1
Cerasus x yedoensis (Matsum.) A.V.Vassil VA3V / S1 1-1 1
Lespedeza pilosa (Thunb.) Siebold et Zucc RANF H 1-2 1
Species group 3 FERS
Pleioblc hib Nakai f. pubescens (Makino) S.Suzuki P H + 44 22 4411 + o+ 7
Dioscorea japonica Thunb. Y</4E H o+ o+ o+ 4+ 6
Pteridium aquil, (L.) Kuhn var. / lum (Desv.) Underw. ex Hell. 75 H 2:2 1-1 + + + + . 6
Akebia trifoliata (Thunb.) Koidz IYNTHE H 11 11 11 + 11+ 6
Species group 4 fER4
Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc. ThTY T - . . = |3-3 3-3 3-3 22 4:4 3-3 4:4| - 1-1 11 9
Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc. Thzy(hu) T - . . . . L R IR £ B . . . . 2
Dicranopteris linearis (Burm.f.) Underw. avy H - . . . = 4-4 3-3 + o+ 4
Camellia japonica L. Y IYIE S2 202 11 1-1 11 + 5
Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc. ThIY T2 - . . . L I U 0 I 0 O 4
Species group 7 p 245
Quercus serrata Thunb. ar 3 T - . . . . . = 111 5
Fraxinus sieboldiana Blume TILNTHEE S2 . . . . . . . 3
Species group 6 pi:::35)
llex pedunculosa Miq. vadg T2 - . . . * 3'3 44 4-4 4-4 4-4 3-3 2:2 2:2 - 8
Ardisia japonica Blume YJane H - - EERE T I I S S B £ B 9
llex pedunculosa Miq. VER] St 22 2:2 1+1 22 2:2 1+1 2:2 22 11 9
Eurya japonica Thunb. =B st - - - oe 202 - - 202 22 2:2 - 202 - 5
Pertya scandens (Thunb.) Sch.-Bip. a9 R+ H - . R 2+ 4+ 4+ o+ o+ 12 -+ 141 8
Evodiopanax innovans Nakai BH)Y A H - . - L B S S 8
Camellia japonica L. YIYIRE H - . - L S T B S B I B + o+ . 8
Rhus trichocarpa Miq Yoy S2 LRI R ER T ) AR S R U R U K A K R RN N ]
Rhododendron obtusum Planch. var. kaempferi Wils. REPN H 12 + + 2 o+ 202 + 7
Lyonia ovalifolia Drude var. elliptica Hand.-Mazz EDES St 151 = 222 11 11 -1 11 = - 11| 7
Rhododendron reticulatum D Don = AVIS VANV DY) 2:2 1-1 1-1 2-2 ©2:2 141 141 7
FEurya japonica Thunb. =B S2 2:2 3-3 - s02:2.2°2 1+1 1-1 11 7
Lyonia ovalifolia Drude var. elliptica Hand.-Mazz. EPES S2 -1 + 11 11 + 2:2 - . 6
Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz YIH¥H5 H - . . . L CI 5
Clethra barbinervis Siebold et Zucc. UE») T2 - . . L R =1 . 3-3 2:2| 4
Ilex pedunculosa Miq. vad S2 . . . + o0 1+ 11+ 1-1 6
Quercus glauca Thunb FIhY H + + o+ -+ 6
Callicarpa mollis Siebold et Zucc. I LSYF S2 + LR B B 6
llex crenata Thunb. ARG S2 + -1 1.1 + 2:2| 5
Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz YIH¥H5 T1 1-1 1-1 =11 11 1 5
Pourthiaea villosa Decn. var. laevis Stepf h<yh S2 -1 + + 11 + 5
Pieris japonica (Thunb.) D.Don TFtE s2 - . . . - = 111 11 11 4
Species group 7 7
Quercus serrata Thunb. ar s H + o+ + o+ + 0+ 4+ o+ 11+ 4+ 1
llex crenata Thunb. ARG H + sttt o+ e 1+ 1+ o+ 202 1
Viburnum erosum Thunb. var. punctatum Franch. et Sav. aNJHTRE H o+ 222 11+ o+ + 0+ 11 - 11 10
Styrax japonica Siebold et Zucc. Id/% H + . + L S S S 10
Tripterospermum japonicum Maxim. VIR H + - + o+ s+ o+ + o+ o+ 9
Carex conica Boott EADURY H 1-1 2-2 + o+ o+ + 11 -+ 8
Oplismenus undulatifolius (Arduino) Roem. et Schult. var. japonicus (Steud.) Koic AFFIH4 H + 11+ . + + o+ + 1-1 - 8
Viola violacea Makino IR H + . A + 0+ o+ 1111 8
Ligustrum japonicum Thunb. FRXIEF H + + o+ + + o+ - + o+ 8
Ampelopsis glandulosa Momiy. var. heterophylla Momiy TR H + + + o+ -+ 6
lex pedunculosa Miq. vad H + + o+ 11+ . + 6
Parthenocissus tricuspidata (Siebold et Zucc.) Planch. b H + o + o+ + + o+ 6
Rubus corchorifolius L.fil Ea—RqF3 H . + 11+ + o+ o+ 6
Smilax china L. HILRJA NS H + + o+ + o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ + -+ 12
Eurya japonica Thunb. =B H + - +101 2.2 151 11 11+ 2:2 - 222 + 1
Rhus trichocarpa Miq. YIoLy H - + + T 11 11 11 1-1 + + + o+ 1"
Fraxinus sieboldiana Blume RILNTHEE H -1 + L S S S S D B D B K B B B
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Paederia scandens Merr.

Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc.

Clethra barbinervis Siebold et Zucc.
Rhododendron reticulatum D.Don

Disporum smilacinum A.Gray

Pieris japonica (Thunb.) D.Don

Lyonia ovalifolia Drude var. elliptica Hand.-Mazz.
Mallotus japonicus Muell. Arg,

Styrax japonica Siebold et Zucc.

Dendropanax trifidus Makino

Evodiopanax innovans Nakai

Rhus javanica L. var. roxburghii Rehder et Wils.
Vaccinium oldhamii Miq

Rhus trichocarpa Miq.

Carex lanceolata Boott

Cocculus orbiculatus Forman

Ilex macropoda Miq

Zanthoxylum schinifolium Siebold et Zucc.

Acer crataegifolium Siebold et Zucc.

Cleyera japonica Thunb.

Abelia spathulata Siebold et Zucc.

Millettia japonica A.Gray

Ligustrum japonicum Thunb.

Stauntonia hexaphylla (Thunb.) Decne.
Callicarpa japonica Thunb.

Clethra barbinervis Siebold et Zucc.

Clethra barbinervis Siebold et Zucc.

Ilex macropoda Miq

Ilex macropoda Miq

Abelia spathulata Siebold et Zucc. f. pilosa Nakai

Viburnum erosum Thunb. var. punctatum Franch. et Sav.

Rhododendron reticulatum D.Don
Cleyera japonica Thunb.
Struthiopteris niponica (Kunze) Nakai
Aster scaber Thunb.

Abelia spathulata Siebold et Zucc.
Lysimachia clethroides Duby
Dendropanax trifidus Makino
Hydrangea luteo-venosa Koidz
Hydrangea luteo-venosa Koidz
Millettia japonica A.Gray
Callicarpa mollis Siebold et Zucc.
Liriope muscari L.H.Bailey, excl. syn. Decne
Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz
Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz
Ilex serrata Thunb

Viola verecunda A.Gray
Arundinella hirta (Thunb.) C.Tanaka
Castanea crenata Siebold et Zucc.
Vaccinium oldhamii Miq.

Juniperus rigida Siebold et Zucc.
Cocculus orbiculatus Forman

Pieris japonica (Thunb.) D.Don
Quercus variabilis Blume

Sorbus japonica Hedl

Acer crataegifolium Siebold et Zucc.
Conyza sumatrensis (Retz.) Walker
Platanthera minor Rchb.f.
Dioscorea tokoro Makino

Diospyros kaki Thunb.

Prunus verecunda Koehne
Pourthiaea villosa Decn. var. laevis Stepf
Lindera umbellata Thunb.

Quercus serrata Thunb.

Quercus serrata Thunb.
Rhododendron indicum (L.) Sweet
Smilax china L.

Symplocos chinensis Druce f. pilosa Ohwi
Vaccinium bracteatum Thunb.
Vaccinium bracteatum Thunb
Neolitsea sericea Koidz.

Osmunda japonica Thunb.

Aralia elata (Miq.) Seem.

[Erechtites hieracifolia Rafin
Castanopsis cuspidata Schottky

Ilex chinensis Sims

Rubus parvifolius L

Pleioblastus chino (Franch. et Sav.) Makino var. viridis (Makino) S.Suzuki
Calamagrostis arundinacea (L.) Roth var. brachytricha (Steud) Hack.
Ampelopsis glandulosa Momiy. var. heterophylla Momiy

Mahonia japonica (Thunb.) DC

Lycopodium clavatum L.

Dryopteris erythrosora (Eaton) Kuntze
Callicarpa japonica Thunb.

Camellia japonica L

Camellia japonica L.

Prunus jamasakura Siebold ex Koidz

Erigeron pusillus Nutt.

Crassocephalum crepidioides (Benth.) S.Moore
Wisteria floribunda (Willd.) DC

Lespedeza cuneata (Du Mont. de Cours.) G.Don.
Pittosporum tobira (Thunb.) Ait.

Setaria faberi Herrm.

Desmodium paniculatum (L.) DC

Dioscorea quinqueloba Thunb.

Oxalis corniculata L.

Castanea crenata Siebold et Zucc.

Rhus javanica L. var. roxburghii Rehder et Wils.
Rosa multiflora Thunb.

Rhododendron x pulchrum Sweet

Patrinia villosa Juss.
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Ilex rotunda Thunb YA REF St 11 1
Haloragis micrantha (Thunb.) R Br. FUI/NIT Y H + 1
Paspalum notatum Flugge FAJHRXA/ELT H + 1
Maackia amurensis Rupr. et Maxim NRIAXIVPa H + 1
Dioscorea quinqueloba Thunb. ATFrRa0 H + 1
Clerodendrum trichotomum Thunb. H + 1
Millettia japonica A.Gray N + 1
Euphorbia supina Rafin H + 1
Euphorbia humij Willd. var. p h ce Murata H + 1
Broussonetia kazinoki Siebold H + 1
Quercus variabilis Blume H . + 1
Ilex chinensis Sims S2 + . 1
Pinus densiflora Siebold et Zucc. Th=Y (L) T2 -1 1
Diospyros kaki Thunb. h¥/% St 1-1 1
Fraxinus sieboldiana Blume RILNTHEE T 11 1
Quercus serrata Thunb. ar3 S2 1
Cleyera japonica Thunb. HhE S2 . 1
Quercus glauca Thunb TIhY St 2-2 1
Quercus glauca Thunb. TIhY S2 11 1
Diplomorpha sikokiana Honda HrE s2 - - < C 1
Mitchella undulata Siebold et Zucc. YILTYREFY H - . L 4 1
Schisandra repanda Radlk UITY H - . . . . L 1
Pinus thunbergii Parl. yavy T - . . . . . - 1 1
Pleiobl hib Nakai f. pub (Makino) S.Suzuki Sl s2 - . . L 1
Diospyros kaki Thunb. h¥/¥ H + 1
Acanthopanax sciadophylloides Franch. et Sav. av7Is H + 1
Viola japonica Langsd. aAXsL H + 1
Goodyera schlechtendaliana Rehb.f. IYYYXS H + 1
Lyonia ovalifolia Drude var. elliptica Hand.-Mazz. EPES T2 - - - s s 202 1
Alnus pendula Matsum. EAYIYTY St - . . L L) 1
Lonicera gracilipes Miq. var. glabra Miq DTARNTS H - - - L 1
Viburnum wrightii Miq SYIHTRE H - - < L 1
Viburnum wrightii Miq. SYIHYR=E st - . . . . . . L 1
Pourthiaea villosa Decn. var. laevis Stepf h<yh st - . . . . . . . . + 1
Cymbidium goeringii Rchb.f. Aoy H + 1
Fraxinus sieboldiana Blume RIVITAEE Si + 1
Rhododendron macrosepalum Maxim. EFVYD H + 1
Aster semiamplexicaulis Makino wioxy H + 1
Dendropanax trifidus Makino HhoLss St -+ 1
Photinia glabra Maxim " AEF H + 1
Diplomorpha sikokiana Honda HoE H + 1
Smilax china L. HILM) A5 St + 1
Amelanchier asiatica Endl HA4YRY H + 1
Tripterospermum japonicum Maxim YILYURD S2 + 1
Paederia scandens Merr. ~NGYHXS S2 + 1
Rhus sylvestris Siebold et Zucc YNt S2 + . 1
Quercus variabilis Blume TAIF T 202 1
Abelia spathulata Siebold et Zucc. YYINRY X St 11 1
Rosa paniculigera Makino SyaANT S2 + 1
Rosa multiflora Thunb J4INS S2 + 1
Abkebia trifoliata (Thunb.) Koidz. IYNTHE S2 + 1
Lonicera gracilipes Miq. var. glandulosa Maxim SVYIVTARNT TS S2 + . 1
Ilex macropoda Miq TANE T *202 1
Tlex macropoda Miq FANE T2 1-1 1
Tricyrtis affinis Makino YID/RMNFR H + 1
Carpesium divaricatum Siebold et Zucc. HooEYY H + 1
Lindera umbellata Thunb. P/l=E=>% S2 + 1
Rhododendron serpyllifolium (A.Gray) Miq. var. albiflorum Makino anyoUEy s2 + 1
Thelypteris laxa (Franch. et Sav.) Ching YISLE H + o 1
Photinia glabra Maxim hFAEF S2 -t 1
Castanea crenata Siebold et Zucc. Y S2 + 1
Symplocos chinensis Druce f. pilosa Ohwi HITEE S2 + 1
Symplocos coreana Ohwi BUFHITEE S2 + 1
Osmanthus heterophyllus P.S.Green E15¥ H + 1
Schisandra repanda Radlk. yITH S2 + 1
Cinnamomum japonicum Siebold ex Nakai YIzubsA S2 + 1
Lindera glauca Blume zayny H + 1
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