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Habitats of Cave Bats in the Northern and Eastern Areas of Okayama Prefecture

Masaru YAMADA, Okayama-city

ABSTRACT

Few intensive studies have been conducted on cave bats in the northern and castern areas of Okayama
prefecture after 1989. From October 2005 to November 2007, 618 arcas in 56 municipalities in Okayama
prefecture were surveyed, and the following five cave bat species were observed: Rhinolophis

ferrumequinum, Rhinolophus cornutus, Miniopterns fuliginosus, Murina lencogaster and Myotis
macrodactylus. Since these bats are nocturnal, they are less likely to be seen by humans. Measures directed

at the conservation these species should focus attention on their habitat preference, particularly when
closing arcas such as abandoned mines and tunnels, and laying down of culverts.
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