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A MASS PREDATION OF UNIONID CLAMS (ANODONTA WOODIANA)
BY THE FERAL NUTRIA POPULATION

ABSTRACT

Ikue Mor1, Okayama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center

A large number of empty shells of a freshwater mussle Anodonta woodiana were found along the

shoreline of a reservoir at Taga, Saeki-cho, Okayama prefecture, western Japan in September

2002. These were characterized by cracks on part of the valve. A total of 4831 clams were collected
from the areas around the pond (about 1.4km), and the shell length and height of 4349 of these
were successfully measured. Results showed that the shell length varied from 30-132mm, but

larger shell lengths over 71mm long accounted for over 90% of those measured. We suggest that a

decrease in the population of Anodonta woodiana influenced the ecosystem of the pond. It was also

observed that their predators were the feral nutria (= Myocastor coypus) population and the

Japanese crane (= Grus japonensis) which were raised under human care. It is suggested that the

main cause of the mass death of unionid clams was predation by the feral nutria population.
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