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Hynobius nebulosus (Temminck et Schlegel, 1838)
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THE HABITAT OF CLOUDED SALAMANDERS (HYNOBIUS NEBULOSUS)
IN FIVE TOWNS IN AKAIWA-GUN, OKAYAMA PREFECTURE

Masaru YAMADA, Seto-cho

ABSTRACT
We investigated the habitat of clouded salamander (Hynobius nebulosus) in five towns in Akaiwa-

gun from March 1999 to November 2002. From this investigation, we [ound their habitats in each

town and discovered 32 of their spawn areas. Yoshii-cho has 14 spawn areas which is the

maximum number found, and their exact place is best characterized by yanemizo, the hand-made

backside water-drain ditch in a paddy field on a mountain slope. Four years of [ixed point

observation has revealed that there are seven spots where we have failed to confirm their spawn,

or the number of spawn eggs has been decreasing. We speculate that this is because the wel

environment has disappeared through the regression of paddy fields into arid areas as the

cultivation and management of the running water or spring water have been abandoned over the

past years. On the other hand, a steady spawn rate is observed al areas that are still maintained

each year. In order to keep or restore the habitat of clouded salamander, which is feared to

decrease in number, there is an urgent need to preserve the status quo of their habitat and spawn

areas from the perspective of biological spatial networks, and to restore and keep up the

maintenance work of nearby mountains,
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