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ABSTRACT

The Okayama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center started breeding 9 Japanese cranes for further
fertilization in 1991, the year the center was founded. Since then, breeding methods such as natural
fertilization by truc parents, artificial incubation, and fertilization by substitute parents have been used
to increase the total number of birds at the center-30 at the end of September, 1999. Field research,
which aims to help all the cranes born and bred in the center return to the wild by 2010, has been
conducted 14 times in different parts of Okayama Prefecture. This paper reports on the breeding,

fertilization and field research conducted by the center.
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