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SOUTHERN LIMIT OF BEECH TREE (Fagus crenala Blume) IN OKAYAMA PREFECTURE

Takashi Nismivoro, Okavama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center

and

Megumi CHisHIKL, Chio-cho Kume-gun

ABSTRACT

It has been known that southern limit of beech trees (Fagus crenata Blume) in Okayama

prefecture lies at a hill at the back of Tempukuji Temple on Mt. Oohiravama in Kayo

~cho. Here we report the finding of a new area of beech trees next to the southern limit,

on the summit of Mt. Futakamivama in Chuo-cho. We counted the number of beech
trees and measured their height and D. B. H. (diameter at breast height). It was clarified
that 61 beech trees grew in 4 different places on Mt. Futakamiyama, and 38 trees grew

in one place adjacent to a fir forest on Mt. Oohirayama. It is vitally important to

preserve these trees. The trees on Mt. Oohirayama will not be cut because the forest

where they grow belong to the temple above. However, those growing on Mt. Futa-

kamiyvama may be cut as the growing area is adjacent to artificial forests.
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