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LAMENESS ORTHODONIA FOR A NEWBORN JAPANESE CRANE

Makio INOKUCHI, Okavama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center

ABSTRACT

In 1994, 3 Japanese cranes were hatched through artificial incubation. One of them, however,

suffering from lameness in its right leg, was unable to move forward or stand firm. Instead,

it could only turn on the spot with its left leg moving back and forth. After 2 hours this

motion became slower due to exhaustion from using only the left leg. In a similar case in

1992, the newborn Japanese crane died after 2 days as there was no proper treatment

available. Therefore, here treatment was applied bearing in mind the following 3 points: 1.

Limiting the width between the 2 legs to an appropriate range. 2. Being careful not to let

the crane fall down. 3. Enabling the crane to feed itself. By applying a device made of

cardboard to the crane leg, its condition improved and eventually it recovered from the

lameness. This paper reports the progress of the lameness orthodonia.
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