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IN THE OKAYAMA PREFECTURAL NATURE CONSERVATION CENTER
-COMPARISON OF VEGETATION MAP DRAWN FROM AIR PHOTOGRAPHS
TAKEN BEFORE (1985) AND AFTER (1993) OPENING-

Takashi NISHIMOTO, Okavama Prefectural Natuve Conservation Center
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Synopsis

For the purpose of recording vegetation types before and after opening the Okayama prefectural
nature conservation center, the author investigated all the vegetation types recognized in the area
and drew two vegetation maps, referring to two aerial photographs taken before (1985) and after
(1993) opening. Several different vegetation types were found: secondary forest dominated by Pinus
densiflora, artificial forest dominated by Chamaecyparis obtusa, bamboo brake dominated by
Phyllostachys bambusoides, moor dominated by Astilbe microphylle, aquiherbosa dominated by /Iris
laevigata, Zizania latifolic and herbaceous vegetation dominated by Miscanthus sinensss, Pueraria
lobata, Solidago aitissima. The herbaceous zone was changed to fields for bird, insect, aminal and plant
watching while other vegetation zones were let unaltered. From the vegetation maps it was found
that forest fires or human activities such as cutting trees and removing herbs brought about changes

in the age of the forests.
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A:Astilbe microphylla commu%;%y, B:Pueraria lobata community
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Running number

Stand number

Altitude (m)

Slope aspect

Slope degree (°)

Quadrat size (n*)

Ist herb layer height (cm)
Total coverage (%)

9nd herb layer height (cm)
Total coverage (%)

Number of species
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Astilbe microphyllia
Cirsium sieboldii
Isachne globosa
Scirupus fuirenoides
Eupatorium [ind/eyanum
Lysimachia fortunei
Equisetum arvense
Juncus effusus
Pogonia japonica
Epipactis thunbergii
Eleocharis wichurae
Hypericum laxum
Carex maximowiczil
Rosa wichuraiana
Lycopus maack ianus
Rosa panicul igera
Carex hakonensis
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Pueraria lobata
Andropogon virginicus
Polygonum cuspidatum

Pteridium aquilinum var. [atiusculum

Wt o

Miscanthus sinensis
Paederia scandens
Wisteria floribunda
Thelypteris palustris
Eriocaulon cinereum
Lonicera japonica
Scirpus wichurae
Triadenum japonicum
Juncus papillosus
Cyperus haspan
Commelina communis
Lactuca indica
Youngia denticulata

Pteridium aquilinum var. latiusculum

Erigeron canadensis
Arthraxon hispidus
Artemisia princeps
Youngia denticulata
Smilax china

Lyonia ovalifolia var. elliptica

Solidago virga-aurrea
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A:Chamaecygrris obtusa community, B:Phy/lostachys bambusoides community
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