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BIRTH AND BREEDING OF JAPANESE CRANE (GRUS JAPONENSIS MUELLER)

Makio INOKUCHI, Okayama Prefectural Nature Conservation Center

Synopsis

The Japanese crane (Grus japonensis Mueller), whose worldwide distribution is very limited, has been
conserved and bred under human care. This article will report on the major research results on birth and

breeding of the species.

1. How to detect egg fertilization: Detecting crane eggs under artificial incubation can be done easily in 7
to 10 days by checking temporary changes in egg weight regulary, three times a day. Fertilized eggs
shows constant decrease in weight within the allowable range in the diagram listed.

2. Cutcle removal to raise hatching rate: Egg hatching rate can be raised by removing the cuticle covering
of eggs. Clearly this treatment helps supply sufficient oxygen to the inside of eggs.

3. Effects of music on hatched young birds: After hatching, stress of young birds can be lightened by
letting them hear the same music that they heard while in the eggs under artificial incubation.
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